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' BUSINESS STATISTICS APRIL, 1944, 


PRIMARY & EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 

PURAL INDUSTRIGS - G&NRRAL. Seasonal conditions. Unfavourable 
crop reports for maize, millet, potatoes. Production 
of rice and dried fruits exoected to be satisfactory. 
Price of mutton for dehydration increased. 


WHEAT: Areas licensed larger than in 1943/44 but sowing held 
wp by dry weather, 


WOOL: Yestern fleeces affected by dry season. Sydney 
appraisements and arrivals. Price of wool for 
manufacture for export increased. Proposals for 
labélling of textile goods. 

DATRY INDUSTRIES: Further cut in fresh milk supplies. Deoline 
in butter and cheese production, N,S.W. and Australia 
Increased interim subsidy to be paid for butter, 

FINANCE & TRADS. 

COMION T24LTH ACCOUNTS, iMareh, 1944, 

GATS ACCOUMIS: Mareh, 1944, 

TRADING BANKS: Liabilities and Assets in Australia, Feb., 1944, 

NOTS TSSUL: Mareh, 1944. 

Roa JSTATS: Marea, 1944, 


RETAIL PRICHS: March Quarter, 1944, 


SMPLOY MENT 3 January, 1944, 


PART IT — PRIMARY & SXPORT INDUSTRIGS. 


Seasonal Conditions. During April there were heavy rain in the South Coast and 
light to moderate rains in all other divisions, Heavy general rains are, 
however, urgently needed the for sowing of wheat and other crops and for winter 
feed. ilost pastures are very dry and stock are being hand fed in some areas, 


RAINFALL INDEX - N.S.We 


Weighted average ratio of actual to normal rainfall. 
Normal rainfall each month = 1C0. 


Dairying 
(Coastal) Districts 


Month Wheat Districts 


41943 - Oct. 447 
New 471. 209 
Dec. 32 | 176 
4944 -- Jan. 28 | 178 
Feb. 39 37 
Mar. | 50 


The Department of Agriculture has issued a report on production trends, 
including the following - 


Maize, An average area (about 115,000 acres) is estimated to have been planted 
to maize in 1943/44, Some transfer from yellow to white varieties is indicated. 
In the Central and “orth Coasts and Northern Tablelands, which produce 75% of the 
crop growing conditions were favourable earlier in the season but later sown orops 
have suffered from jack of moisture. There has been comparative failure of crops 
in sections of the South Coast. and Slopes, se 


Broom Millet. Crops: are disappointing in the Trmut-Gundagai area, which normally 
provides about 40% of the State production. Elsewhere (Hunter, Manning and 
Richmond Rivers and Tamworth) crops are generally good but acreages fall short of 
requirements, Production will te substantially below the demand for fibre, 


Rice. Zstimated plantings in 1945/44 are 58,@U0 acres as compared with 34, 300 
acres in 1942/45 and 23,700 in 1941/42. | Good yields are expected. ‘The produc- 
tion forecast for 1943/44 is 67,500 tons of paddy rice, about 10,000 tons more 
than 1942/43 and 26,0CO tons above 1941/42, 


Potatoes. fLutumn plantings amount to about 1,000 acres, being 200 aores in 
excess of last year. Total area sown in the 1945/44 season is estimated at 
34,3CM acres or 40% more than in 1942/43. Because of losses in early coastal 
crops due to wet rot and blight and dry conditions encountered by main season 
crops in central and southern districts, the Departmental estimate of production 
in 1943/44,is 75,000.tons as compared with 64,700 tons last year. 


Dried Fruits. Preliminary figures as to production of dried vine fruits in... 
N.S. in 1945 are as follows viz. Currants 1,298 tons (1,381 last year), 
Sultanas 7,27U tons (7,489), Lexias 600 tons (532), ‘Total 9,168 tons (9402)... 
Production of Prunes is estimated at 2,231 tons (2,148), dried apricots at 104 
tons (341) and dried peaches at 66 tons (86, 


MBAT. 
The price of dehydration qwlity mutton has been increased by fd. per 1b. 


(from 35d. to 33d.) to encourage inereased marketing of sheep so that plants may 
be enabled to work at capacity during months of short supply. 


/WHEAT. eoee 


WHEAT. 


Licenses issued in 3.7, for the 1944/45 season mnunber nearly 19,500 for 
an area of roughly 4 m. acres. Last year there were 20,585 licenses for 3.7 m. 
acres but the area harvested for grain wes nearly 1m, acres less than the arca 
licensed. 

The ll,S.\J, acreage goal for wheat for grain in 1944/45 has been set at 3,4 m, 
acres, or 0.6 m, more than the area (2.8 m, acres) estimated as harvested in 
1945/44,  Sovings, made normally in the period April/Jume, have been held up 
by dry weather which has prevented preparation of land. Rainfall in wheat areas 
averaged only 28% to 49% of normal in the four months ended iMarch. 


WOOL. 


Autmun shorn wool from western N.S.¥7, shows the effects of the dry season, the 
olips generally carrying much dust and being finer than usual. Many are also 
unusually short, due to premature shearing beeause of feed scarcity. Sydney 
appraisenents to mid-April total 955,976 bales as ccmpared with 959,233 bales last 
year, Arrivals in Sydney were 990,022 bales and 941,978 bales, respectively. 


The price to Australian manufacturers of wool for the manufacture of goods for 
export has been increased by 23% of appraised value. The new price, operative 
from ist hiay, is 254 above the price of shorn wool consumed in Australia. 

Home consumption price remains unaltered at “appraised value" plus 10% for shorn 
wool or 5% for skin wool. 


The Minister for Commerce has prepared a measure to provide for the labelling 
of textiles to indicate the fibres contained in then, It is to be submitted to 
State Governsents with a view to the enactment of wiform legislation, 


DATRYING INDUSTRY. 


- Supplies.of fresh milk to householders have been further reduced from 90% to 
86% of normal, and to service establishments from 66% to 50%. Deliveries to 
city stores and cafes have been discontinued. Substantial rains on the South 
Coast in mid-april improyed ithe outlook as regards winter feed but can afford 
little immediate relief. 


Seasonal decline in butter production is reported to be,;more rapid than usual. 
Little cheese is being produced and N.S.\’, requirements are being met mostly from 
other States, Butter production (67.8 m. 1b.) in N.S./. to the end of Febrvary 
was 2,7 m. lb. less than last year, Produotion (10.2 m.1b.) in February, 1944, 
was the same as in Febrwry, 1943, but 2.6m, 1b. less than in January, 1944, 


BUTTER PRODUCED - N.S. 7% FACTORIES. 
000, 000 Ib. 


; Average | ‘ 
Period 134—5/' 36-7 1939/40 | 1940/41 | 1941/42 | 1942/45 | 1943/44 
July to Sept, Test 2003 see | 1645 pms 
October tie o 10.2 72,0 Tae Be6 
November Aig Ae, |. 1564 729 Ati 14.6 
December 1267 15.8 |. 8.6 12.0 | 13,1 
January ASel 12,6 6s77 15.0 | 12.8 
February — 13.4 10.6 8.5, 10.2 | 106.2 
Total 8 months 8502 80.9 5401 7005 6748 
Balance of year 3769 51.1 51.0 2009 eee 


Year 121.1. 11 Aa: 1, AO Aad, 93.48 woe 
{ 


Australian production of butter and cheese in February, 1944, was a little less 
than in February, 1943. 


fi THE awn ae 


oe 


In the eight months ended February, 1944, production of butter (119,637 tons) 
was 7,653 tons or 6.4% below last year's level. Cheese production (29,640 tons) 
showed an increase of 719 tons. 


BUTTSR AND CHESSE PRODUCED ~ AUSTRALTAN FACTORI&S. 


lionth of February. Bight months ended February. 


Wear 
Butter. Butter. Cheese. 
wa Tons Tons - ~ Tons 
1941 /42 15,261. 114,125 22, 068 
‘41942 /45 15,424 °° 427, 280 28,922 
foap/an 1" 46,014) 1» By 556 | 119,637 | 29, 640 


Commonwealth subsidy at the intérim rate of 35d. per lb. of Commercial butter 
is to be paid to cream suppliers pending finalisation of plans for financial: 
assistance during the current year. Consideration is being given to an alteration 
in the basis of subsidy whereby the amommt granted might be related to higher costs 
during winter. Subsidy was paid at the final rate of 6/7d. per lb, of butter 
during the nine months July, 1942 to March, 1943, and at the interim rate of 34d, 
per 1b. in the year ended Jiarch, 1944, In this year £6,5 m wes provided for 
subsidy on butter, oheese and other processéd milk products. 


lleS.lie BUTTSR: PAY TO GRUAM SUPPITERS. BY CERTAIN NORTH COAST FACTORIES. 


Penee,per lb, of Commercial Butter, (Approximate). 


Menthiy Pay || Deferred Subsidy Total Pay 
Year ; Pay, | each 
Tah, , Feb. | | > Mar. each: month, Jan. Febs..j:' Mar, 
Sets ot 1 mem th OG 
4935 gt. oh 410 9S 1] wh 
41939 424. 428 152 | a9 aba 
1944 123 igs 134 155. | dee 
1942 124 122 134 13, | 45h 
1943 155 13h 155 155 | 155 
7 
1944 | 134 134 rd & x 


i 


x Not available mtil after 30th June, 1944 g Interim payment, 
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PART-II — FINANCE & TRADS, “TC. 


Commonwealth Accomts. Jar expenditure reverted to a higher level in ilaren, 1944, 
being £53.2 m. as compared with amounts, smaller than usual, of £56.9 m. in 
January and £39,7 m, in Febrwry. 


_. In the nine months ended March, 1944, expenditure on war was £4.1 m, greater 

" than’ in the corresponding period of the previous year. There was also an 
inerease of £4.35 m, in civil expenditure, making a total increase of £84 m. in 
disbursements for all Commonvealth purposes. Total expenditure amounted to 
£499.1 m. of which £197.53 m. (£41 m more -than last 3 year) was met from Revenue 
AKecomt, and £301.8 m, (£32.5 m, less than last year) from Loan Account. 


Omitting income tax reimbursed to ietees revenue collections (6197.4 m.) in 
tne nine months were £41.m, higher than last year. - 


Increases in individual items were Income Tax £33.7 m,, Exoise £207 Me, 
. Entertainments Tax £1.8 m, and Post Office £2.2 m Deoreases were Sales Tax 
£0.9 mand Customs £0.7 m. 


COMMIONTSALTH ZXPENDITURG (SXCL. INDiis TAX R&LMBURSSD 


TO STATS). 


& million, 


Month of Mareh | Nine months ended March. 


1943 1944 Inerease 
; or Decrease 


| 3stinates 


Service. 


| War (1939) from - 


Revenue 

Loans 

Total War! 55.2. | 40724 441.5 
Other Revenue Services re 85. + 87.6 
- Total all Services | 65.8 | 490.7 499.1 


& Zxcludes £27.4 m, wunappropriated balance of £29.7 transferred to National 
‘ Velfare Fund 


New issues of Treas Bills on Cemmonyealth Account in the nine months Jume/ilarch 
were £168.5 m. in 1942/43 and £143.7 m. in 1943/44, showing a decline so far this 
year of £44,8 m The amount of Bills outstanding at Sist March was £269 m in’ 
1943 and £A03 m, in 1944, 


TREASURY BILLS IN AUSTRALIA ON COMMON VSaLTH ACCOUNT. 


Amount Outstanding Inerease in 


1949/43 80.5 


1943/44 259.3 


[Sti wssaas 


De 


State Accomts. The deficit of the combined revenue accounts to 3ist Marah 
amounted to £1,076,000 in 1944 as against £305,000 in 1945, The increase an 
(£771,000) in the combined deficit was cue to an increase of £275,000 in the deficit 
of the Consolidated Revenuc Fumd and dé¢ereases in the working surpluses of Trams 
and Buses (£222,000) and siain Roads iccount (£294,000). Small movaments on - 
other accounts show a net improvement of £18, 000. 


In the Consolidated Revenuc Fund, there were comparative increases in payments 
for debt charges £150,000 and othcr votes £82,000, and a, deercase in receipts 
£41, 000< ( 

N.S... GOVGRIIEIT ACCOUNTS. 


Mine months ended March, 


Inoerease 


ecounts 1942/45. |, 1943 /44 or 
tied } Deerease (~) 
8000 £000 
Revenue — Consolidatcd Fund 20,165 (-) 42 
Business Undertakings 32, 462 1, 824 
Main Roads 1, 925 (=) 102 
Total 54, 550. 1, 677 
Expenditure — Consolidatca Fund 28, 442 251 
: ¢ Besincss Undertakings. 25, 261: 2,025 
Main Roads— 24.925 192 
Total 55, 626 "By 448). ie. 
Execss of Expenditure 1, O76 Jian fe 


‘@ Railways, Trams & Buscs, Road Transport and Traffic Fund, and Sydney Harbour, 


PRIVATS TRADING BANKS. 


Deposits inercascd by £16.5 m. and advanecs deercascd by £3.35 m in February, 
1944, There was a large inercase (€12,5 m.) in” Special ‘Vartime Deposits; these 
represent surplus investible funds which thc private banks are required by |. 
Regulation to place with the Commonwealth Bank. Liquid asscts inercased by £445 me 
cash by £0.9 m. and Treasury Bills by £3.6 m dee 


At £527 m., deposits in Febrwury, 1944, were £85,1 m, higher than a year ago, 
This inerecase compriscd Fixcd Deposits £22.4 m, and Current Deposits £62.7 m.. . 


In previous years the whole of the insreasc was in Currént Deposits, 


Advances (£222.8 im.) declined by £12.5 m and investments in Goverrment 
Securitics (£80.5 m.) inereascd by £19.3 min the year cnded February, 1944. 
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1942-Dec. 


°943-Jan. 
Feb. 


Nov. 
Dec. 


1944--Jan. 
Feb. 


NOTS ISU". 


- were nearly five times the ae in March, 


Be 


NINE TRADING BANKS — AUSTRALIA. 


Liabilities and Assets within Australia, 


Deposits, 
Bearing | Not 
Interest | Bearing 
(Fixed) | Interest 

(Current) 
200.9 117.1 
AL OSS 135.1 
20429 155.1 
192.0 195.9 
197.4 pride 250661 
19404 251.4 
192.4%", 25629 
193.6 248.5 
207.8 27425 
209.9 | 287.2 
212.6 | 297.9 
ALGe 0 3 Ont 6) 


Total 


518.0 
345.4 
360.0 
387.9 
| 45345 


422.8 


429.5 
444.9 


482,35 


510. 5 
527.0 


& million, 
Coin, Treas— | Govt.& Special 
Notes,etc. | ury ilunicipal | Jartime | Advances, 
& Cash at | Bills. | Securit— | Deposits | Discounts, 
C'wealth ies. with etc. 
Bank. C(wealth 
Bank. 
26.6 2509 291.7 
31.14 58.5 28929 
5505 56.4 283507 
406 4 o9s 6 2 686 eS) 
550% 50.8 246.0 
46,6 64.0 24464 
46,4 70.7 240.2 
40.5 te 255435 
396 2 60. @) Dooes 9 
44,0 64.9 25007 
47 ea 7262 22651 
48.4 75.8 222.8 


Australian notes in the hanas ofisthe public (£159.9 m,) “at “20th iarch, 1944, 


& Millions 


REAL SSTATE. 


“AUS ORALTAI NOT 


- 


1939, and oe Me more than a year ago. 


09 HELD BY PUBLIC. 


Real estate transfers registered in March, 1944 amowmted to £1.5 m They 


have been maintained at this rate for the last sevcn months apart from Janvary. 
The total (£15.6 m.) in the nine onene ended ifrch vas the same as last year and 
about 60% of 1939/40/ 


Mortgages, £611,000 in February and £665,000 in Warch, were higher than for 
Some months, 


/REAL 4 EOTATE. soeee 


Roal SSTATS TRANSACTIONS 


Period 
October 
November 
December 
Janvary 
February 
March 


July to 
Ma ie 


RETAIL PRICES. 


index numbers of Retail Prices, "C Series", for Sydney and Five New South Vales 
Towns (weichted average ineluding Sydney) were wnchanged from December quarter, 
/ 1945 to March quarter, 1944, The Index number for Six Capital Cities increased 
by 0.4%, increases being recorded in lielbomme (0.1%) Brisbare (0.46) Perth (0.2%) 
and decreases in Adelaide (0.1%) and Hobart (1.1%). There was no change in the 
weighted average, Index number for Thirty Australian Towns, ineluding capital 
CLties, 


RatarL. PRIC: 


Oe ahr iis : Var. | Sep.| Dec,.| lar, 
Qr. Qr. 1 Qr, Or. 

N. Delite 

Sydney | 9354 | 933 | 946 1048": 4070) 2044') 12541 1445-1 tae 

Five Towns (wtd.av.) 952 | 930 | 945 1015 | 1068]. 1137 | 1154] 1139 | i159 
AUST. 

Six capitals (" " 919 | 916 | 930 995 | 1058}. 1993 || 1135') tae ee 
Thirty Towns, (" " 916 | 914 | 927 | 992 | 1050} 1119 | 1150] 1120 | 1120 

x Base; ‘eishted average in Six Capital Cities in 1923-1927 = 1000, 


The basic wage is umaltered, the rate in Sydney being 99s., iMelbourne 97s, 
Brisbane 95s., Perth 93s., Adelaide 93s. and Hobart 94s, 


ZMPLOYISNT.. 


astimates of employment as published montnly in these notes since april, 1942, 
and based Jergely in inrormation extracted from Pay Roll Tax returns, have been 
revised in the licht of results obtained from the Civilian Registration in June, 
1945, on the occasion of the last ration book issue. These results have been of 
particular value in disclosing current data as to the fairly considerable body of 
workers (e.g. in small business, charities, etc.) not covered by Pay Roll; Tax 
returns, The extent of revision necessary has been relatively small; it affected 
private employment only and in the main rcsulted in a deercase in the number of 
males and a somewhat smaller inercase in the number of females, 


/On ‘the wy 


8. 


On the revised basis (as shoym in the following tabl«) the estimated number 
of salary and wage carners in N.S.W. (excluding rural ay loyees and household 


domestics) inoreascd by 82,000 (males 25,500, females 56,500) between July, 


1939 


and liovember, 1941, immediately prior to war with Japan. Thereafter, as a 
result of heavy mobilisation, male employment declined by 35,300 between Nov, 1941 


and November, 1943, the dcercase amounting to 24,000 in the year ended Nov. 


1942 


and 11,500 in the next year to November, 1943. This loss in mle employment 
(35,300 in the period of tio yoars) yas largely offset by an expansion of 30, 800 
in female employment. The net deercase in the total number of cmployees was 


Sy tO 


The. estimatcd employment in November, 1943 (775,400 comprising males 520,100 
and females 255,300) was 76,500 aboye the prewar cstimte in July, 1939, males 


being lower by 7,800 and fcmales higher by 84,100. 


"In the two months Nov. 1943 to Jan. 1944, cmployment dcercased by 1,200 as a 


result of an inercase in malcs (2,000) and a dcorcaso in females (3, 200) « 


NEW SOUTH WiL3s 


Includes Civil Construction Corps in N.S... 


FB UA LS 8 TOTAL 


! 


. Govt. Govt. 
End of (Ctwlth, Private (C't71 th, | (C'wlth,| Private 
Month. . State, Smploy- State, amploy~ 
Local & CYSe Local & CYS» 
Allicd). Allied). 
*000 1000 *000; —*000 "000 7000} 1000 1000 
1959-July | 156.5 593. 4 529.9} 19.4 148.6 168.0) 155.9 542.0 
1941-July (1441.5 404, 8 546.5} 2167 192.4 214.1] 163.2 597.2 
~auge | 142.4 405.8 54709} 22.4 193.5 215.6} 164.2 52945 
» Sept.} 143.4 406.5 55239) °2255 /192.5.-} 214.8] 165.7 602.0 
= Oot, | 14367 410.07 Don / ly 22—T 198.4 22401) 166.4 608.4 
- Nove {| 144.3 441.1.°.] 555.4:)...23.0 201.5 224.5| 167.3 $12.6 
P bec. j 146.4 440-4 | 556.5] 23.4 205.9 227-5} 169.8 614.0 
1942—Jan. | 146.8 4a1.9 548.7] 24.0 199.6 22506} 170.8 601.45 
Feb. | 148.6 598.7 047.5} 25.2 201.6 226.8! 173.8 600.3 
Mars | 15t.1 395.9 545.0] 25.7 202.2 22769} 176.8 596.1 
Apr. {154.1 386,6 540.7] 27.2 202.7 229.9} 181.3 | 589.3 
May {155.3 585.8 559.1 | 28.1 202.2 250.5} 183.4 ; 586.0 
Junc | 156.3 3577 02 533525} 29.0 201.5 23025} 185.3 | 578.5 
July | 158.6 376.0 554.6] 29.3 203.6 25229} 187.9 979.6 
Sug. | 158.4 SSP) 535.5} 350.0 204.2 254.2 | 188.4 581.1 
Sept.| 157.1 377.6 5354.7! 31.5 204.8 256.1} 188.4 582.4 
Oct. | 157.4 376.2 535.6 | 329 205.5 258.4} 190.3 581.7 
Nov. | 156.7 574,7 531.4] 3509 206.9 240.8 | 190.6 581.6 
Dec. | 154.5 575.4 529.9} 35. 208.9 244.0 | 189.6 584.5 
1943-Jan. | 155.6 375.1 =| 550.7]. 56.4 20642 24266 | 192.0 | 581.35 
Neb, | 156.7 S727 529.4] 57.2 20725 244.5 | 193.9 | 5€0.0 
Mar. | 156.2 57201 528.5] 58.7 20748 246.5 | 194.9 ; 579.9 
Ber. | 156.6 568. 6 525.2] 39.8 208.1 247.9 | 196.4 ; Of657 
May | 156.5 36725 524.0] 41.0 206.9 247.9} 197.5 574.4 
June | 155.8 367.9 5325.7] 42.9 206. & 249.7 | 198.7 574.7 
July | 156.6 565.4 522.0} 45.8 204.1 249.9; 202.4 569.5 
Aug.’ |} 155.9 364.9 520.8; 46.5 205.0 251.5 | 202.4 569.9 
Sept.| 155.0 565.0 520.0] 46.7 206.5 25562 | 201.7 571.5 
Oct. | 154.9 564, 9 519.8} 46.8 207.9 254.7} 201.7 572.8 
Nov.:| 153.9 566.2 520.1] 47.0 208.5 255.5 | 200.9 574.5 
Dec.” | 152.6 569.2 521.8} 46.4 210.0 256.4 | 199.0 D1 962 
1944-Jan, | 152.5 569.6 522-1; 46,6 205.5 252.1 | 199.4 | 575.4 


SS TIATED LGR & SALARY QARNORS EMPLOYSD (ZXCL. RURAL JORKERS & HOUSSHOLD DOSSTICS) 


Total 


*O000 
697.9 


760.4 
765.5 
767.7 
774.48 
779.9 
"783.8 


{ 

| 772.5 

regen 

L We ® 

| 770.6 
769.4 
765.8 
767.5 
769.5 
77008 
17240 
Fie 
773.9 


77343 
773.9 
774.8 

acral 

| Yas 
7734 

| 77h. 9 
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773.2 

| 774.5 

| TP ba. 

| 77802 

| 


| 774.2 
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